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Possum Control Meeting with ARC representatives

Thursday 29th April 2010 at 10am – Awhitu Information Centre

Present:

Ian McNaughton, David Craig, Anna White, Adam Scattergood, Kate Fegan all from APL.

Dave Galloway (ARC Biosecurity Team Leader), Mark Geaney (ARC Biosecurity Team Leader – South), Garrick McCarthy (ARC Animal Pests – Southern).

Overview:

This meeting was held to hear ARC feedback from their monitoring of the 2009/10 APL possum control programme, and to ascertain whether or not ARC would continue to fund APL possum control activity over the 2010/11 year.  If so, what budget were they able to offer APL.

Main Points:

· Mark Geaney congratulated APL on a great result. Our approach to the project has born excellent results.  

· It is important to now shore up the advantages we have, and not be complacent 

· Our main focus should be on strengthening the Southern boundary

· Supercity has a focus of promoting community activities, including biosecurity work and there is a view to the continuity of these activities.

· Mark is confident this support will continue in the future and biosecurity may even have an expanded Supercity team.

· In any case, present strategy will continue until 2012

· Funding – same ratepayer rate will be taken ($24,800 this year) and ARC aim to at least match this (we can rely on $50,000 total budget) 

· Bait and bait stations will still be supplied as in the past.

· APL are to submit a plan and budget for possum project only, to continue until June 2011.  ARC funding will be in two parts as they change into Supercity.  1st July to 31st October 2010 and 1st Nov 2010 to 30th June 2011. We can apply for $16,000 in first sector and balance in second sector, probably early in 2011.

· Dave Galloway will email us a new map showing clearly (via black dots) where possums were caught in most recent RTC monitoring.

· Discussion on red deer on the Peninsula – Ian to be the contact with ARC if necessary.

· Anna White has sent a submission on behalf of APL re the ARC draft annual plan, supporting the continuation of the targeted rate for the Awhitu possum control area

· ARC advised there is a strong possibility of change from Possum control to Pest Control in 2012, which would incorporate other species i.e. rabbits, ferrets, hedgehogs etc.  If this integrated pest control comes about we would be able to utilise the budget to target other species.  However, we need to be mindful that whatever we target will have an impact on other species – eg mustelids currently reduce rabbit population.  So it is important to ‘start small’ in a contained area and monitor results carefully.

· ARC recommends that because of the successful RTC results over the last two years, APL consider changing from concentrating on possum baiting to trap catch monitoring as a form of possum control.  Approx $200 a line.  Each catch a kill.  (Input contract vs. output contract)

· Dave will check out how much it would cost for an RTC and recommends we use the same Turangi contractor ARC use, as they provide a very professional service.

· APL would not have to undergo a full RTC monitor to receive payment, although ARC may do a few spot checks

· Ferrets/Stoats, etc – APL have applied to EIF for tracker tunnels, but Dave stated that we will not get EIF funding approved.  However, Biosecurity funds will be approved for this.  This means we can get funded for the total cost, rather than 50%. This project would be able to start from 1st July 2010 within the new ARC budget.

· Tracker tunnel monitoring – Good to start with Awhitu School monitoring in a small, sensitive area, then move on to home schoolers and Waipipi School.  Ensure that the cards given out are marked with names on the back, so we know where they have come from.   Garrick will help with this programme and we should meet with him nearer the time to work out the details.  Dave suggests handing out cards on a Friday and getting them returned 3 days later.

· Mark again emphasised the importance of getting our southern bait line strengthened and working well.  Ian pointed out that the Southern Boundary has open paddocks which need bait stations positioned – although it was agreed even a ‘single dead Manuka trunk possum meeting post’ can work well.  It is also difficult as a lot of land in that area has been subdivided and owners are constantly changing.  Action: Ian to contact Jude Bosworth to get a decent map with landowners’ boundaries.  This needs to happen soon as Jude is leaving FDC.  If no success with FDC then ask ARC.  We need someone reliable to work on the southern line if Chris Hull is unable to continue.

· ARC pointed out that if we can shore up the southern bait line and then run trap line monitors say 5k up the Peninsula from the bait line – it would be extremely difficult for possums to break through this barrier

Publicity:

· ARC commended APL for what we have been doing to motivate and reinforce landowner possum control activity

· It is ok for APL to start using the potential move from possum to pest control in publicity, if we wish

· It is ok to use David’s TB example to reinforce the importance of possum control on the Peninsula

· Suggestion to have a ‘treasure’ to encourage bush health e.g. fantail

Next Steps:

Construct a Possum control plan and budget for July 2010-June 2011 and have it approved by Core Committee, then submit to ARC.

Follow up with Chris Hull if she would like to continue with Southern Boundary work.

