APL Core Group Minutes 18th July 2011

MINUTES of the APL CORE GROUP MEETING

Held at the Landcare Office on Monday 18th July 9am

Present:  
Adam Scattergood, Gary and Alison Marson, David Craig, Anna White, Kate Fegan, Anna McNaughton,


Mark Geaney (Auckland Council), Jack Harper (9.50 – 11.20), Brian Clarke (10.15 – 10.45)
Apologies:  Ian McNaughton, Eric Gillott, George Flavell




Gary/Anna W






Minutes of the Core group meeting 13th June were approved and signed as a true and correct record   Alison/Anna

With changes to paragraph for shadehouse base siting to: “…..looking at constitution and our objectives could be viewed as being too general/broad for funding applications.”  Also Thanks to Scott Rutherfurd for flax source.
Correspondence: (See over) Anna White intending on attending Lighthouse AGM and presentation.

Financial:  Financial report and cheques for payment approved                 

Anna W/Gary
Pest Control:
RTC figures in from Qualmons and Auckland Council and both are over 5%.  Discussion on where possums are coming from.  Action: Mark Geaney will talk to Jack Craw about landowners needing encouragement.  Mark may be able to organise a random line on these blocks.  Mark stated that the programme is going well and numbers still pretty good.  Funding and support definite for the next year, and we should plan on being able to rely on Council funding from 2013 onwards, although this might not be separated out as a ‘biosecurity rate’.  APL is doing well with budget. Mark suggested we give out positive messages and keep reinforcing what we are achieving.  We could also get the message to the community that “the programme benefits from full community support.”  Mark will also give APL some options on what AC can help us with, over and above our current budget. As some of the RTC results have come from blocks where baiting is done regularly, there could be cases of bait shyness.  Mark will look into a change of bait flavour.  Discussion on 2-3 pulses per year instead of continuous as there are definite better seasonal windows to bait possums. Garrick to supply detailed information about best timing for this.  Action: Mark will look into some clarity in the rating system, i.e. rating by landowner or title on unimproved land value.  Action: Ian to email map of target areas to Mark and he will look into what assistance AC can give us – eg AC may be able to assist with cost of Peter Nicol and / or running bait lines through selected properties.

Mustelid Monitor: From cards put down at McNaughton’s property there seems to be only mice, no mustelids, but neighbours are catching mustelids so they are definitely around.

GPS: Garmin GPSMAP purchased at good price and now awaiting software.  Thanks Adam!

2012 plan – Action: Ian to arrange meeting at office with Peter Nicol to plan future months ahead. Committee members to be advised of date for meeting.

Revegetation: Brian Clarke spoke to us about the sand blows around his land, which are owned by LINZ and DOC is responsible for the coastal cliffs.  Sand drift is now 1-2 hectares.  Over the past 30 years Brian has made repeated requested to DOC and LINZ to stop these drifts and restore vegetation.  Refer to correspondence dated 24/6/11. APL has sent LINZ related costs some months ago. Action: Anna McNaughton will draft a letter to Brian in support of his submissions to Minister of Conservation, DOC and Auckland Council and send to Kate for typing up on official letterhead.

Community Planting: Planting days underway, next on 31st July at Awhitu Central.  We could add a small planting at Waimatuku and another in swamp at Awhitu Central.  This could be done in September.  

Suggestion was made to offer Orua Bay Crimson Cliffs Project surplus pohutakawas from shadehouse. Agreed – Action: Kate / Adam to contact
Lighthouse – George Flavell has project coming up to plant bank and would like to discuss this with us.  We would  welcome involvement in this if required.

Signs – A sign at Pollok on planting weekend to highlight working bee –need ideas on a workable changeable sign.
Marram – plants available if needed.

Plant Pests:   Action: Mark to send us information on submission process for climbing asparagus being on regional pest strategy.  This could take effect in late 2013.
Funding:  ASB underway.  COGS – Kate and Anna W and Eric to finish.  Council – Anna to apply now to local board discretionary funding for consideration in September, for shadehouse costs not in ASB application (15K).  EIF – Action: Kate to email Courtney asking for guidelines and dates. Additional funding applications to be discussed once we have a decision from ASB on core funding for the shadehouse project.

Shadehouse Base Siting:  Walk around at AGM went very well and everyone seemed to be in support.

Recycling: Gary and Soong have made a presentation to Council asking for longer hours at recycling centre and plastic pickups from Awhitu.  Thanks to Gary and Soong for work on this.

Events:
 Walk at Roycroft’s – plan for perhaps Anniversary Weekend 2012 – will need to ask if ok



AGM – well attended with 40-50 people.  Good venue and good speaker.
Communications:  P’Rama – August -Adam – Asparagus Fern.   Enviro News – Due 25th July – topics attached.
General Business: Beach clean-up needed at Waimatuku – plan for warmer weather with BBQ – let schools know this is coming up.   Matakawau Noticeboard – David to take down and store.



Closed 12.30pm       Next meeting Monday 8th August at 9am at Pollok
Correspondence

Inwards:
Manukau Heads Lighthouse – Planting appreciation



Brian Clarke – LINZ and DOC land needing revegetation



West Franklin Community Trust proposal (email)



ASB Community Trust (emails) extra details of application



BP Vouchers for volunteers – received our application



Manukau Heads Lighthouse AGM – Manukau Harbour Restoration Society will present

Outwards:
Bruce Russell – Land for shadehouse



ASB Community Trust – extra details of application (emails)
