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Our  efforts  this  year  have  taken  two  directions-
Supplying  bait  -leafleting  RD3  and  RD4  residents has  proved  to  be  a  most  cost effective way  of  keeping  everyone  on  task, and  signing  up  new "customers".  A  total  of  181  bags of  Pestoff  bait  have  been  distributed, and  we  have  had  problems  keeping  up  with demand at times.
Targeted intensive baiting using professional contractors, to “mop up" known possum population hotspots.
These  areas  were  identified  using  the  residual  trap  catch (RTC) results  from  ARC monitoring.  Following  on  from  the  2009  West  Coast  project, this  year  took  in  the  West Coast  areas-

From  Kelland  Road  to  Pokorua  Gap, inland  for  1km; and  from  Douglas  Road  to  the Lighthouse  Reserve.
The  follow  up  RTC  test  was  0.33%, with  a  further  40  trap lines  in  the  non-targeted areas  was  only  .82%
The  ARC  Biosecurity  Team  are  very  happy  with  the  results, and  will  continue  to  support our  efforts  with  bait  supply, bait  stations, and  technical  advice - we  are  currently  awaiting trial  results  on  new  gas  traps  for  possums. The  possum  project  continues  to  be  funded by  the  possum  control  area  targeted  rate, and  ARC  Biosecurity  funding-  which, we  hope, will  be  continued  into  the  future  under  the  Super City structure. The  Animal  Health  Board commented  favourably  on  our  project  in  terms  of  minimising  the  risk  of  TB  becoming endemic  in  our  district.
Possum  numbers  are  obviously  very  low - but  regular  sightings  in  some  areas  suggest that  we  must  keep  up  the  work.  We  are  currently  investigating  ways  to  improve the southern  baitline, and  we  need  to  maintain  vigilance  on  the  West  Coast, and  large bush/forested  areas  on  the  peninsula.
I  would  like  to  thank  APL /ARC for  sponsoring  my  attendance  of  the  Sanctuaries Conference  at  Havelock  North, which  gave  the  opportunity to visit a major  pest barrier/pest control  project  at  Cape  Kidnappers. Conference  speakers  covered  many  relevant  topics, including  the  re-introduction  of  native species  to  pest  controlled  areas, pest  control methods, detection  of  pests  via  footprints, and  of  course-networking.
I  would  also  like  to  thank  all  the  APL  committee  and  Kate  for  their assistance  with  the smooth  running  of  the  project, and  all  the  landcarers, landowners  and  residents   who keep up  the  good  work  "filling  those  bait  stations".
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