Planting Report
The past year has been an exceptional one as far as our plants have been concerned – wet and warm is as good as it gets when it comes to growing conditions.

Planting projects this past year were centred on two large initiatives – Waimatuku and Awhitu Central.  

5000 plants went in to try to stabilise the sand blow at Hamiltons Gap/Waimatuku. Many thanks must be given to Gary Marson, David Craig and Ian McNaughton for erecting the fence that protects the establishing spinifex and pingao.  A large volunteer effort was needed to get this done and we were very happy with the turn out on a West Coast winter’s day. When we required a further planting to fill an unforeseen gap, Waiuku College, under the care of Jane Patterson came to our rescue. We thank them for their participation and look forward to a continued partnership.
At Awhitu Central, the mature bush remnant has now been fenced from stock, the gorse, macrocarpa and pampas have been dealt to and planting has begun. 30 large Kauri have been planted in a grove and will be accompanied by 2000 more plants in the very near future. We hope that this reserve will become a valuable addition to our local public space and look forward to ongoing restoration and improvement in conjunction with the Auckland Council.
It should be noted that neither of these two initiatives could have proceeded without the financial support we received from the old ARC and Franklin District Council. At present are still working through the change-over to the new Local Body and sincerely hope that we can rely on them to support projects such as these which contribute so much to our community.
Further planting and releasing was carried out at the new Craig Reserve overlooking Cochranes Gap, Pollok Wharf Reserve and also up at the Manukau Heads Lighthouse (in conjunction with Waiuku College students).

With so much planting you would think that we would have a shortfall in plants but luckily we have our fabulous Shadehouse Crew to keep the conveyor belt running. Come rain or shine, once or twice a month we gather to tend to our offspring and chew the fat. This cheerful band are the backbone of our planting efforts and they deserve our thanks;  
Jenny Hinton, Margaret Makgill, Denise Shepherd, Alison Marson, Mahedevi, Marie Roycroft, Tricia Aspin, Brenda Lowry, Anna McNaughton, Antonia Craig, Mick Harper and Sue Johns.

Adam Scattergood, Planting Co-ordinator
